SEAGRY PARISH COUNCIL

Draft Minutes

 of the Annual Parish Meeting held on 

Tuesday 14th April 2015 

at
Seagry Primary School, Upper Seagry - 7.30pm
Present:          
Parish Cllrs M Barber (Chairman), J H Crosland (Vice Chairman), N Chamberlain, K Pearce and Mrs B Zehetmayr. Mr V Vines Clerk of the Council, Wiltshire Councillor H Greenman and 9 members of the Public who signed the attendance sheet.

APOLOGIES:     Councillors Mrs E Naughton and T Kay

MIN 1.
Minutes: 


Draft Minutes from the Annual Parish Meeting held on the 6th May 2014 were circulated to those in attendance.

Cllr M Barber proposed, Cllr K Pearce seconded and UNANIMOUSLY RESOLVED to receive, approve and sign as a true record the Minutes from the above Meeting.  The Parish Council Chairman duly signed the Minutes.

MIN 2.
Matters Arising from the Minutes:


There were no matters raised.

MIN 3.

Chairman’s Report:

The Chairman of the Parish Council, Cllr M Barber, reported on the Parish Council activities for the year. He thanked Parish Council Members and the Clerk for their work during the year. He wished to achieve better communications with Parishioners and a Website was required. In September 2013 the Council had agreed two principal strategic objectives being: Building on the quality of the village’s natural environment and Enabling better communication to allow engagement with Parishioners, community groups and committees. There was good progress on the former but little on the latter and this was being addressed.  The Council had become involved in the new Chippenham Area Board Rural Parish Forum. During the year the Council had responded to consultations involving planning and licensing applications. The Council has approved a budget that increased the precept in order to invest small amounts into the community and to pay annual costs. Most recently the Council had submitted a formal application for the Designation of Seagry Parish as a Neighbourhood Area and a later agenda item will give the opportunity for a discussion on the involvement of volunteers to assist the Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group.  Parishioners were reminded that they were very welcome to attend Parish Council Meetings throughout the year. A copy of the Report is attached to the Minutes.

MIN 4.

Parish Council Budget 2015-2016:

Copies of the Parish Council’s Budget proposals for the year 2015/2016 were circulated to those in attendance. These indicated that the Precept had been raised by £3,000.00 to increase overall projected income from £8,840.00 in year 2014-2015 to £11,840.00. Total Budget Expenditure for year 2014-2015 was estimated as £8,560.00 and proposed as £11,620.00 for year 2015-2016. A copy of the Budget is attached to the Minutes.

MIN 5.

Reports from Parish Council Sub Groups and Committees:

a) Parish Steward Link:      Cllr J H Crosland reported that when Wiltshire Council 

operated the service the Council had very strong links with the Parish Steward, which managed to get the whole of Seagry looking good, which had enabled flooding problems at Watlings House, Lower Seagry to be resolved. Since Balfour Beatty had taken over the contract the service had seriously deteriorated and it appears that there are no visits made on scheduled days leaving outstanding works.

b)   Neighbourhood Watch:    Cllr J H Crosland reported that he continued to act in 

the Neighbourhood Watch Co-ordinator role on behalf of the Council and when necessary updated the Council and the Community on issues. The introduction of a Website would improve this communication.

c) Emergency Planning:       Cllr J H Crosland reported that he continued to act in an Emergency Planning Co-ordinator role on behalf of the Council and advised that the Council had now agreed an Emergency Plan based upon the Template provided by Wiltshire Council.

d) Goss Croft Hall Trustees:  Cllr J H Crosland, Cllr Mrs B Zehetmayr and Cllr T Kay were Goss Croft Hall Trustees and between them they update the Council on Trustee Committee Meetings, such as the Seagry Parishioners Preferential Rates for hiring the Hall. The Trustee Committee has reviewed the Hall hiring rates, which has led to the Hall funds now being in credit, which means that the Committee does not have to continually fund raise. Cllr Crosland advised that he cuts the grass area every other week.

e) St Mary the Virgin Church, Seagry - Maintenance and Support:  Cllr J H Crosland reported that the Churchyard is a member of the Living Churchyard Scheme, whereby areas are left wild and uncut. Tracks are cut though the area so visitors can easily reach graves without getting wet feet. Cllr Crosland generally acts as an odd job man and clears the gutters and has re-hung the Bell. 

MIN 6.        Reports from Local Organisations:

a) Seagry CE Primary School: Kevin Pearce, Chair of Governors, Seagry and Somerfords’ Walter Powell Federated Primary Schools, provided an Annual Report from the Governing Body The Report advised that since March 2014 the School head teacher had been seconded for two days a week to work at Christian Malford CE Primary School an arrangement that would extend to July 2015. The Federation is also assisting Christian Malford with Special Needs expertise and other areas of teaching.  A visit from OFSTED is anticipated in the current academic year. Areas of improvement identified in the May 2012 OFSTED Report are continuing. The School is well supported by Friends of Seagry School. Academy Status has been considered and the Governors have successfully applied to the DfE to convert to an Academy and to join the Academy Trust set up by the Diocese of Bristol. The change is likely to take place from 1st September 2015.  A copy of the Report is attached to the Minutes.

b) Recreation Ground Trust:  Cllr K Pearce advised that the Trust’s Finances were stable and that car washes would be continuing. Good maintenance was taking place, although there are problems occurring with moles and badgers.

c) Goss Croft Hall:  Cllrs J H Crosland and Mrs B Zehetmayr reported that Seagry Parishioners still received preferential hiring rates. The Hall’s Accounts were now well balanced, which allowed less fundraising efforts. Some complications still existed with the building itself, particularly the heating. 

d) Seagry Spitfire Memorial:  Cllr J H Crosland advised that a new oak traditional direction sign finger post had been erected on the junction grass verge recently. This had been funded by unspent Memorial Funds. This was a visual asset to the Parish as well as functional.  

e) St Mary the Virgin Church PCC: The PCC reminded all that since 2009 Seagry had been part of the Draycot Benefice, which included Christian Malford, Kington Langley, Sutton Benger and Tytherton Kellaways. The Reverent Alison Love was the new Priest-in-Charge and had settled in well. Christmas Services were well attended. They were fully supportive of Seagry CE Primary School’s proposals for Academy Status. A recent inspection had shown that the Chancel roof showed signs of damp. Maintenance work had been carried out on 4 trees and the natural stone wall. A Burial Policy was in place, including grave memorials, and is published in the Church Porch. A Spring clean would take place at 10.00 am on Saturday 18th April 2015.  A copy of the Report is attached to the Minutes.     

MIN 7.        Report from Wiltshire Council Representative: 

Wiltshire Councillor Howard Greenman reported on activities during the last year and advised that the Wiltshire Core Strategy had been adopted on the 20th January 2015. 

During the last year a Rural Parish Forum has been set up and is well supported by rural Parishes, including Seagry, who felt that their voice was not heard at Chippenham Area Board.

Wiltshire Council spends more than £900m a year on providing 350 services. Grant from central Government had been reduced from £119m to £103.8m and with increasing demands on front-line services there had been a need to find £30m of savings. Following extensive consultation a budget was set that resulted in a commitment to maintain a zero increase in Council Tax, for the fifth year running. 

There would now be a Green Waste collection charge of around £40 per year likely to commence in June 2015. £84m has been allocated to resurface roads over the next year and £26m will be spent on road maintenance, including potholes. £1m is to be invested in flooding mitigation schemes and prevention work.

A relationship is being formed with the Police and Health services to develop Campus buildings, such as Monkton Park, which will become one-stop-shops for front-line services rationalising the often, scattered nature of service provision in the past.

In closing Wiltshire Councillor Greenman thanked Seagry PC and Parishioners for their efforts and would continue to enjoy representing Seagry Parish as County Councillor. A copy of the Report is attached to the Minutes.

Questions were raised relating to:

Potholes: Lack of performance by Balfour Beatty and supervision by Wiltshire Council Officers.  Wiltshire Councillor Greenman was aware that this was a problem in all Chippenham Area Parishes but things may improve during the next 12 months.

HGV lorries: Using Five Thorns Lane, which had an unsuitable width and no passing bays. Wiltshire Councillor Greenman had been unaware of this and it was agreed that the Parish Council would raise the issue on its’ next agenda.

The Chairman of the Parish Council thanked Councillor Greenman for his advice, continued involvement and assistance during the past year.

MIN 8.
 
Public Questions and General Discussion of Parish Issues: 

a) Water Running and Culvert Blockage: Maurice Short raised the issue of the continuing water running in the highway at Lower Seagry and culvert blockage and could some action be taken. It was agreed that the Parish Council would raise the issue on its’ next agenda.

b) Best Kept Village Competition 2015 – The Parish Council had agreed to enter the Hills sponsored Wiltshire CPRE Best Kept Village Competition and their application had been registered, being one of the first two received by the CPRE, which qualified the Parish to receive 10 bags of Hills organic Warrior compost.
MIN 9.
       Seagry Neighbourhood Plan:

Following consideration over the last year the Parish Council had recently submitted an application for Designation of the whole Parish as a Neighbourhood Area. Wiltshire Council was awaiting a response on a number of questions raised that the Parish Council would respond to following the Annual Parish Meeting if support was given to the proposal by Parishioners some of whom had already indicated a willingness to be part of a Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group. The Parish Council had accepted that there was a need for a community led plan to be able to control development policy for the Parish alongside the Wiltshire Core Strategy. The task would be onerous and could take up to two years but the end product would provide the guidance to decision makers on what the local community wishes were. 

A number of questions were raised relating to the need, who might lead the project team, how would the necessary consultations be carried out, timescale and was there a speedier process, when could a start be made, etc.  It was confirmed that the first requirement was to achieve the required Designation at which point a link officer from Wiltshire Council would be appointed to assist the Steering Group and to ensure proper processes were followed.

It was UNANIMOUSLY AGREED that the Parish should continue with the production of a Neighbourhood Plan covering the whole of Seagry Parish. 

CLOSURE OF MEETING:



The Parish Council Chairman thanked all those who had attended the Annual Parish Meeting and closed the Meeting.

Signed:



Councillor:   

Date:                

