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SEAGRY PARISH COUNCIL
DRAFT MINUTES

Virtual Council Meeting
held at 7.30pm

12" January 2021

Present: Cllr M Barber (Chairman), Clir A Ball, CHr J H Crosland (Vice Chairman),
Cllr K Pearce, Cllr K Taylor and Clir Mrs B Zehetmayr.

Also Present: Mr V Vines MBE Clerk of the Couneil.

NOTICE OF MEETING - Public Notice of the Meeting was given in accordance
with Schedule 12, para 10 (2) of the Local Government Act 1972

PUBLIC QUESTION TIME
There were no Questions raised.

REPORTS FROM UNITARY COUNCILLOR, PARISH COUNCILLORS &
COUNCIL REPRESENTATIVES

There were no Reports.
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
Apologies were received and accepted from Clir R Barr,
Declaration(s) of Interest - in accordance with Seagry Parish Council’s Code of
Conduct (Adopted 12" May 2015) and Standing Orders (Adopted 12 May
2015)
There were no Declarations of Interests declared.
MINUTES Members had been previously circulated with the Minutes.
The Council received, apﬁroved and signed as a true record the Minutes of the Parish
Council Meeting held 10" November 2020.  Cllr Mrs B Zehetmayr proposed,
seconded Cllr K Pearce and RESOLVED UNANIMOUSLY

PLANNING

Planning Applications:

There were no Planning Applications considered.

Planning General: The Council noted planning decisions or planning related matters
since the last Council Meeting,.

a) 20/08073/FUL
Proposed Sage Green Conservatory to the Rear
The Old Hall, Upper Seagry, Nr Chippenham, Wiltshire SN15 SHD
For Mr D Webber ~ Approved with Conditions 19" November 2020

271




b) 20/07617/CLP

Certificate of Lawfulness for Proposed Double Garage and Store with
Hardstanding

The Mount, Upper Seagry, Nr Chippenham, Wiltshire SN15 SEX

For Mr & Mrs G N Good Approved 19™ October 2020

Pursuant to Minute 18/20 (b) In noting this decision, at the last Meeting the
Council had queried why they had had no knowledge of the application, had
not been consulted and that no details were available on the Planning Portal.
The Clerk had been asked to raise the matter with Wiltshire Council. A
response had been received that did not provide sufficient clarification and
appeared to contradict previous experiences. The Clerk was asked to raise the
subject with Wiltshire Council again so that if Parishioners questioned
Council Members there was a clear answer.

c) 20/02758/PNCOU

Notification for Prior Approval under Class Q - Conversion of Agricultural Barn
to Create I no New Dwelling (Use Class C3)

{Revised Scheme to 19/01780/PNCOU)

Five Thorn Farm, Five Thorn Lane, Upper Seagty SN15 SEZ

For Mr & Mrs R Harford The application had been withdrawn

The Council was aware that enforcement action had been taken by Wiltshire
Council to resolve un-authorised works, It appeared that this could result in a
fait accompli position in that there had been a number of works already
carried out clearly exceeding the original permission/s including erection of
buildings, use of land and buildings and extensions to the residential
curtilage. The Council, without prejudice, had not considered these works
and the Clerk was asked to seek clarification on the present position.

29/20 FINANCE

The Council considered financial matters and received notification of receipts and
invoices paid since the last Council Meeting.

a)

Payments:

Public Works Board Loan payment 30.11.20 £2,601.16%
* payment made by Direct Debit

Mr R Tucker Inv 08 11.12.20 £ 55.00%*

** payment from Petty Cash Fund
Payments to be made: There were no Payments to make. (noted).
Receipts: There had been no Receipts since the last Council Meeting. (noted).
Bank Account Balance/s: The Council noted the following Balance:
Lioyds Account No. 00454316 30™ November 2020 £28,891.87

Community Infrastructure Levy Funds (CIL Funds): The Council noted that
within their Bank Balance the Council held a CIL Fund of £ 2,109.53
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f) Council Budget, Budget Proposals and Precept for Year 2021-2022:

The Council considercd Budget proposals for Year 2021-2022 together with
background advice in regards to future Capital and Revenue spending requirements
and administration costs. There was a need to agree a Precept reqluirement at the
Meeting to mest the Wiltshire Council notification timescale of 18" January 2021.
The Council had previously placed great reliance on the work of Elected Members
and local community volunteers all of whom were applauded for their efforts and
commitment. However, not only was there an aging volunteer population but less and
less would be able to provide long term assistance and the Council needed to be
mindful of this when considering the future, so that the Parish was supported both
practically and financially by all rather than the few. Detailed consideration was
given to a forward budget and cost pressures. The Council was also mindful of the
fact that any increases proposed needed the support of Parishioners who would need
to be informed of the reasons for any increase in spending. The Public Works Board
Loan repayment of £5,202.32 for the Goss Croft Hall build was a major commitment
that was a significant proportion of the budget. In addition the Council acknowledged
that with Wiltshire Council continuing to reduce services there could be a need for the
Parish Council to carry out additional tasks. This could include increases in CATG
financial support for local projects. The Council now held £2,109.53 within their
Community Infrastructure Fund (CIL) that could not support the Revenue Account.
The Council agreed that there was still a need to maintain the Capital Fund by
resisting reductions to support the Revenue Account. It was agreed to request a
Precept requirement of £19,000.00 for the next Council Year. The Precept
increase, rising from £17,000.00, in percentage terms was around 11.76% and it was
agreed that a Signpost Magazine article should provide an explanation to Parishioners
on the Council’s decision, which would also be explained at the Annual Parish
Meeting when held.

Proposed Cllr A Ball, seconded Cllr K Taylor and RESOLVED
UNANIMOUSLY

30/20 HIGHWAY MATTERS

a) Parish Stewards Programme/Requirements: general issues for the Local
Highway & Streetscene Community Team. Cllr J H Crosland, the Council link,
had provided the Parish Steward with updated priority works. The last Parish
Steward visit had been on the 5™ January 2021, Of particular concern was
flooding at the Spitfire Memorial/Five Thorns Lane junction. (noted)

b) Rights of Way: general issues in regards to Public Footpaths and Bridleways
within the Parish. There were no issues raised. (noted)

¢) Highway Conditions and Maintenance: general issues in regards to Highway
Conditions and Maintenance within the Parish.

i) HGV Traffic, Henn Lane. There had been no progress since the
Council had last met and the Council would ask Wiltshire Councillor
H Greenman for an update on Wiltshire Highways progress in
resolving transport routes.

i) Road Bridge, Henn Lane. The bridge parapet had been significantly
damaged by an HGV vehicle. It had been understood that repairs
werte in hand but there were insurance difficulties relating to bridge
ownership. Wiltshire Highways had indicated that it was not theirs, It
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may belong to the Environment Agency and clarification was
required before progress could made. Although the Parish Council
was not involved the reinstatement was required for highway safety
and Wiltshire Councillor H Greenman would be asked if he could
intervene and assist in resolving the issue.

iii) Principle Traffic Engineer, Since the last Council Meeting. the
Council had been advised by Mr Martin Rose that he would be
leaving his role in the traffic team after 26 years to move to a local
highways Area Manager (Central) position. He had thanked the
Council (and the Chippenham Community Area in general), for their
support and patience. He had played an active role in CATG and was
often the “name to go to” to get things done, The Clerk, on behalf of
the Council, had written to him saying that he had been a stalwart
and friend and that Seagry would miss him. (noted)

31/20  STANDING ITEMS

a)
b)

d)

g)

Recreation Ground: There was no update required. (noted)

Goss Croft Hall; Cllr Mrs B Zehetmayr reported that the Goss Croft Hall
Trustees had discussed the water supply usage to the Allotments that had
increased in recent months and had agreed that they should seek reimbursement
of additional costs. The Council briefly discussed the situation and accepted that
the Allotments were their responsibility and that in principle they should agree to
cover increased costs. They requested that the Goss Croft Hall write to the
Council on the matter and the Council could then formally consider the matter as
an Agenda item. (noted)

Allotments: Minute 31/20 (b) above refers. The Council provided the
Allotments at Tax Payers expense and received an income from an Allotment
Holders yearly charge. There would be a need for the Council to consider the
financial impact of any increased costs involved in running the Allotments at a
future Council Meeting. (noted)

Wiltshire Council Chippenham Area Board and Parish Forum: A Virtual
Area Board Meeting had been held on 16™ December 2020. There had been no
Meetings of the Parish Forum for a year, because of Covid-19 restrictions and the
Council wondered if consideration should be given to holding a virtual Meeting.
The Clerk would discuss with the Forum. (noted)

Parochial Church Council: There was no update required. (noted)
Seagry Neighbourhood Plan: There was no update and it was still understood
that the Referendum would take place on the same date as Council Elections, 6"

May 2021, depending on lifting of Covid-19 restrictions. (noted)

Neighbourhood Watch: There was no update. (noted)

h) Emergency Planning: There was no update. (noted)

g)

Signpost Magazine: Clir A Ball would submit an article for the next edition that
could include the initial Autospeedwatch statistics and the Council’s Budget for
2021-2022, (noted)
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J)
k)

D

Seagry Community Forum: There was no update. (noted)
Data Protection-GDPR: There was no update required. (noted)

Community Speedwatch: Clir M Barber provided an update on data recorded
to date. There were limitations at the present time as the Autospeedwatch Tools
were solar powered and winter sunlight was limited. However, initial statistics
were useful and showed the frequent offenders. The question now was how to
identify and report for necessary action. Discussion centred on whether this
should be a Parish Council task, if lawful, or whether the Police should take an
active role. The Clerk would investigate procedures, seeking advice from
Community Policing and other Speedwatch Teams and report to the next Council
meeting. (noted)

Defibriflator Project: The project was now complete. but S W Ambulance
Trust training could not be contemplated until Covid-19 restrictions on Public
Meetings were relaxed. (noted)

32/20 CLERKS REPORT

The following items were received for decision, information, and circulation and for
future discussion and matters arising and updates from previous meeting/s.

a)
b)

d)

Wiltshire Council — Briefing Note 20-37. The Briefing Note provided an update
on the Housing Land Supply position in Wiltshire at December 2020. (noted)
WiltshireOnline — High Speed Broadband — Gigaclear, Cllr M Barber updated the
Council and other than some reinstatement highway surface issues in Henn Lane
the works were complete. Any further update would be provided at the next
Council Meeting. (noted).

Wiltshire Council — Briefing Note 20-39. The Briefing Note provided an update
on the Management of Council Business and Publicity during the Pre-Election
Period for the Unitary, Parish and Police and Crime Panel Elections on the 6"
May 2021. (noted)

Future Planning. It had been agreed that Council Members would consider and
propose ideas/options as Budget considerations at the Meeting and
Budget/Precept setting in January 2021, The Council had agreed their Budget
earlier in the Council Meeting., (noted)

Salt Bin Audit. It had been agreed that Council Members would consider the
need for additional salt bins and bring forward suggestions to the January 2021
Council Meeting It was considered that a salt bin should be sited in the Spitfire
Memorial area. The replenishment of salt in various bins would need to be
addressed when the annual invitation was received from Wiltshire Council, likely
in the Autumn, unless the Parish Steward was able to assist through discussion
with the Parish Council Link Membet. (noted).

Annual Parish Meetings 2020 and 2021. Council Members were aware that
because of Covid-19 restrictions the APM (April 2020} was cancelled. The APM
(April 2021) was scheduled for 13™ April 2021 at 7.30pm. It appeared likely that
this would be cancelled for similar reasons. With this in mind the Council would
have gone two years without reporting to the community and given them the
opportunity to raise questions, etc. This was further complicated by the fact that
the Council’s “life” would end in May 2021, with Elections scheduled for 6"
May 2021. As the Council had adopted the use of Zoom Audio/Video
communications and now held Virtual Meetings the Council agreed to hold a
Virtual Annual Parish Meeting on the 13" April 2021. This would give the
Council the opportunity of reporting, saying goodbye and publicising the
Elections to attract candidates.
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h)

i)

Wiltshire Council Elections - 6% May 2021. The Clerk advised that Political
Parties had begun selecting Candidates for the Brinkworth Division Election, The
Clerk had already been approached by some of the Candidates to ask if they
could receive notification and attend Council Meetings and receive Agendas and
Minutes so that they could become familiar with ongoing Parish matters/issues.
As the public could attend all Meetings and could view related papers (other than
Confidential Items) the Clerk had agreed to provide this service as there were no
costs involved. Candidates would be blind copied into emails until their
candidacy was in the public domain. (noted)

Speed Identification Devices (SIDs). Having completed the Autospeedwatch
Tool Capital project the Council was now in a position to consider further the
ElanCity Evolis radar speed sign proposal. Cllr M Barber reported that he had
received several letters from pupils of Seagry Primary School highlighting
speeding near the School and requesting a reduction in speed limit from 30mph
to 20mph. He circulated these to Council Members and he agreed to personally
respond. In addition to purchasing a SID, there was a need to install suitable
fixing posts in “hot spot” areas of the Parish. The proposal had now been
included in the Council’s forward budget and the Clerk was asked to investigate
costs of purchase and also installation of the 4 posts. The installation would need
a Highway Authority Licensed Contractor. Exact positions would need to be
confirmed. There would also be a requirement to agree a volunteer rota of
experienced person/s to move the radar sign around the locations. Proposed Cllr
M Barber, seconded Clir A Ball and RESOLVED UNANIMOUSLY
National Covid-19 Lockdown. The Council was aware that a Lockdown review
commenced on Tuesday 5" January 2021 until at least mid-February or until a
review took place, The Council considered if there were any actions that they
could take to assist the community volunteers during the Lockdown period. Cllr
M Barber updated the Council on the present situation that had operated during
the previous Lockdown, with a list of volunteers and use of Facebook. He asked
the Council to note that Wiltshire Council were holding a virtual volunteers
meeting on Friday 15" January 2021 — 9.30am to 10.30am the details of which
had been circulated to Council Members. At this time there was nothing further
the Council could reasonably do. {noted)

33/20 COUNCILLORS REPORTS AND ITEMS FOR NEXT FULL COUNCIL
MEETING

There were no issues raised that would not be normal Standing Council Agenda Hems.

34/20 DATE OF NEXT MEETING

The date of next Council Meeting was scheduled for 7.30pm, Tuesday 9" March
2021. However, a Council Planning Meeting was scheduled for Tuesday 9" February
2021 should there be business to conduct. Members noted that at the present time the
Covid-19 restrictions prevented these from taking place at a public venue. Should the
situation change Members would be advised, Members had agreed that Virtual Public
Meetings would provide the opportunity for decisions to be made and unless otherwise
notified both would be Zoom Meetings.

Signed:

Date:

9% March 2021
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