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SEAGRY PARISH COUNCIL
DRAFT MINUTES

Virtual Council Meeting
held at 7.30pm

13™ July 2021

Present: Cllr M Barber (Chairman), Clir A Ball, Cllr R Barr, Cllr N Hutton, Clir
Emma Sorrell and Cllr K Taylor

Also Present: Mr V Vines MBE Clerk of the Council.

NOTICE OF MEETING ~ Public Notice of the Meeting was given in
accordance with Schedule 12, para 10 (2) of the Local Government Act
1972

PUBLIC QUESTION TIME
There were no Questions raised.

REPORTS FROM UNITARY COUNCILLOR, PARISH COUNCILLORS &
COUNCIL REPRESENTATIVES

There were no Reports.

APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

Apologies were received and accepted from Clir J H Crosland (Vice Chairman).

Apologies had also been received from Wiltshire Councillor H Greenman who had

Wiltshire Council duties that evening,

Declaration(s) of Interest - in accordance with Seagry Parish Council’s Code of

Conduct (Adopted 12™ May 2015) and Standing Orders (Adopted 12" May

2015)

There were no Declarations of Interests declared.

MINUTES Members had been previously circulated with the Minutes,

a) The Council received, approved and signed as a true record the Minutes of
the Annual Parish Council Meeting held 18® May 2021. Cllr K Taylor
proposed, seconded Cllr A Ball and RESOLVED UNANIMOUSLY

b) The Council received, approved and signed as a true record the Minutes of
the Parish Council Meeting held 18" May 2021, Cllr M Barber proposed,
seconded Cllr Emma Sorrell and RESOLVED UNANIMOUSLY

PLANNING
Planning Applications: Prior to the consideration of the Planning Applications, the

opportunity was given for Applicants and their Representatives and any other
interested parties to address the Council. There were no Representations received.
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PL/2021/05338

Demolition of Existing 2 Bedroom Residential Dwelling with Separate Garage
and Replacement with New 3 Bedroom Residential Dwelling with Separate
Carer’s Accommodation Attached

Seagry House Lodge, 30 Upper Seagry SN15 SHD

For Mrs Vanessa Buchan

Following consideration of the application the Council resolved to raise no
objections to the proposals.

However, they wished to advise Wiltshire Council that in determining the
Council’s response the Council, alongside Local and National Planning Policy,
was particularly mindful of the Adopted Seagry Parish Neighbourhood Plan,
where there were several inter-related Objectives and Policies reflecting the
protection, nurturing and enhancement of all aspects of the Parish features, open
character, historic heritage and natural environment. There were particular
Policies for new development including the encouragement of high quality and
locally distinctive design.

This proposal, for a replacement dwelling within an existing residential curtilage,
was acceptable to the Council as there was no increase in dwelling numbers
proposed.

There was initial anxiety that a valued historic asset would be lost albeit that the
existing dwelling had little overall architectural merit having been extended in a
rather unsympathetic manner in the past. There were parts of the original that
were worthy of preservation and discussion centred around whether the
preference should be that the original structure should be incorporated into any
new dwelling. However, the Council acknowledged that the applicant had
requested a complete new build and accepted that this would provide the
opportunity for the use of sustainable construction methods and use of low
carbon energy that was supported in the Neighbourhood Plan.

There was no doubt that the proposed design was of high quality, reflecting local
characteristics and although of a much larger scale than that which existed the
Council, although saddened by the loss of the existing, accepted that it was set
further back into the site lessening potential impact on the street scene. With all
of this in mind the Council felt that the project was worthy of support but in
doing so requested that consideration be given to recycling materials from the
existing dwelling and incorporated into the new build.

Cllr M Barber proposed, Cllr A Ball seconded and RESOLVED BY
MAJORITY

Planning General: The Council noted planning decisions and planning related
matters since the last Council Meeting.

a) PL/2021/03608

Demolition of Side Single Storey Extension and Erecting Two Storey Side and
Rear Extensions

10, Broadleaze, Upper Seagry SN15 5SEY

For Mr & Mrs A Carnegie Refused 16 June 2021
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b) PL/2021/04687

Extension to Approved Garage
Grooms Cottage, Seales Court, Upper Seagry SN15 SEX
For Mr David Mayne Approved with Conditions 23" June 2021

21/00008/FUL

Proposed Two Timber Barns

North Draycot Park Farm, Upper Seagry SN15 SHB

For Mr Martin Ryall  Approved with Conditions 29" June 2021

26/21 FINANCE

The Council considered financial matters and received notification of receipts,
invoices for payment and invoices paid since the last Council Meeting.

a)

b)

c)

Payments:

Mr R Tucker. Grass Cutting Inv 02 04.06.21 £ 90.00
Mr R Tucker. Allotments  Inv 02 4.06.21 £ 20.00
Mr R Tucker, Grass Catting Inv 03 02.07.21 £ 90.00
Mr R Tucker. Allotments  Inv 03 02,0721 £ 20.00

Cllr M Barber proposed, Cllr K Taylor seconded and RESOLVED
UNANIMOUSLY

Payments made since last Meeting: (noted)
Public Works Board Loan (Direct Debit) 01.06.21 £2,601.16

Receipts: The Council noted that there had been no Receipts since the last
Council Meeting. (noted)

d) Bank Account Balance/s: The Council noted the following Balance:

Lloyds Account No. 00454316 6™ May 2021 £31,385.69

¢) Annual Governance and Accountability Return Year Ending 31° March 2021

The Council had been requited to submit an Annual Retarn to the External
Auditor, PFK Littlejohn LLP who carried out the limited assurance review
under Section 9 of the Local Audit (Smaller Authorities) Regulations 2015, The
Parish Council had agreed that they could issue a Certificate of Exemption from
the requirement as their gross income and gross expenditure had not exceeded
£25,000.00 in the accounting year ending 31* March 2021. The Parish Council
was within those limits, income being £17,240.00 and expenditure being
£13,071.53. The Certificate of Exemption had been submitted to the External
Auditor. The Notice of Public Inspection had been published on the website
(timescale 28" June — 6™ August 2021). (noted)

27721 HIGHWAY MATTERS

a) Parish Stewards Programme/Requirements: general issues for the Local

Highway & Streetscene Community Team. Clir J H Crosland, the Council link,
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b)

had continued to provide the Parish Steward with priority works. Parish Steward
visits were scheduled for 26™ July and 23™ August 2021. (noted)

Rights of Way: general issues in regards to Public Footpaths and Bridleways
within the Parish. The Council had received representations from a Parishioner in
regards to the protection and enhancement of Rights of Way in the Parish. The
issue of the closed permissive path at Seagry House had been raised. The Council
had considered this at the last Meeting and had noted that the Neighbourhood
Plan made reference to the protection and enhancement of Rights of Way. The
details within the Plan identified that this was not a designated path. In these
circumstances there was a need for an informal approach to be made to the
landowner requesting re-consideration of the closure and perhaps suggesting that
a permissive path might be allowed. The Council discussed other footpath related
issues and noted that there was still the need for a comprehensive survey of all
Rights of Way within the Parish to be prepared to ascertain their condition.

Highway Conditions and Maintenance: general issues in regards to Highway
Conditions and Maintenance within the Parish,

i) HGV Traffic, Henn Lane. The issue of HGV ftraffic from the
transport depot in the neighbouring Parish remained unresclved and
thete was a need to continue pursuing a solution. It was accepted that
it may possibly require an agreement with the operator to choose
another route and it was hoped that Wiltshire Council Highways
could progress this. As an alternative a weight limit could be still
requested but the Council was aware of the potential limitations on
this. The Council requested that Wiltshire Councillor H Greenman be
asked to raise the matter again with Highway Officers. Since the
Council had last met the use of a newly created vehicular access to
fields had increased and this matter would be raised by Cllr N Hutton
during a Highway Officer’s forthcoming visit. (noted).

ii) Road Bridge, Henn Lane. The works had now been completed.
(noted)

iii) Highway verge erosion in the Upper Seagry “triangle” and the
requirement for a replacement fingerpost direction sign. Cllr J H
Crosland was leading on this project. An update would be given at
the next Council Meeting. (noted)

28/21 STANDING ITEMS

a)
b)

c)

d)

Recreation Ground: There was no update and no issues raised. (noted)
Notice Boards: There was no update and no issues raised. (noted)

Flooding & Drainage: There were no issues raised that had not been raised
previously. (noted)

Parish/Community Website/Social Media: Members were reminded that all
Council Members needed to provide a photograph, short bio and contact details
for the website. (noted)

Councii Award Scheme: There was no update. (noted)
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2)
h)

),

k)

D

p)

q)

Asset Register: There was no update necessary. (noted)
School Liaison: There was no update. (noted)

Council Standing Orders & Financial Regulations: The Council had agreed
to review all Policies in the forthcoming year. (noted)

Council Code of Conduct: The Council had agreed to review all Policies in the
forthcoming year. (noted)

Risk Assessment, Health & Safety and Management Register: The Council
had agreed to review all Policies in the forthcoming year. (noted)

Freedom of Information Act-Publication Scheme: The Council had agreed to
review all Policies in the forthcoming year. (noted)

Seagry Spitfire Memorial: There was no update. (noted)

Goss Croft Hall: Cllr J H Crosland was a Council Trustee and there was a
requirement to nominate an additional Trustee. Cllr Emma Sorrell volunteered
and the Council welcomed this and was happy to agree the appointment. (noted)
Allotments: There was no update. (noted)

Wiltshire Council Chippenham Area Board and Chippenham Community
Area Parish Forum: The Arca Board met on Monday 14" June 2021. The
Minutes had been circulated. The next Meeting was scheduled for Monday 27"
September 2021 at 7.00pm. The Community Engagement Manager had provided
an Introduction to Area Boards following the recent Elections. The Council
would be notified of the next Parish Forum Meeting date when available.(noted)
Parochial Church Council: There was no update. (noted)

Seagry Neighbourhood Plan: Council Members had now met on two occasions
under the Community Engagement Protocol, which had been productive for all
parties involved. All were aware that the sessions did not fetter the Council
decision on any formal applications submitted. (noted)

Neighbourhood Watch: There was no update, (noted)

Emergency Planning: There was no update. (noted)

Insurance: There was no update required. (noted)

Signpost Magazine: Clir A Ball would produce an article for a future edition.
(noted)

Seagry Community Forum: There was no update. (noted)

Community Speedwatch: Volunteers had been found and their details would
now be forwarded for training courses. (noted)

Defibrillator Project: The project was complete. Subject to the relaxation of

Covid-19 restrictions the Parish would be able to hold a free South West
Ambulance Trust training session each year for the next 4 years. (noted)
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vy} Data Protection. GDPR: There was no update required. (noted)

29/21 CLERKS REPORT

The following items were received for decision, information, and circulation and for
future discussion and matters arising and updates from previous meeting/s.

a)

b)

d)

)

h)

Council Member Training. WALC (Wiltshire Association of Local Councils}
had advised that they would be running further “Councillor Fundamentals”
training sessions open to new Councillors and existing Councillors seeking a
refresher. This followed the “sell out” of the sessions held since the Elections.
Council Members would be advised of dates when available. (noted)

Traffic Surveys., Wiltshire Council had advised that with the lifting of Covid-19
restrictions they were aiming to resume traffic surveys from 21% June 2021.
There was a backlog and some delays were to be expected. Traffic survey request
information was circulated. The Council agreed that a survey in Henn Lane
should be requested that would identify and confirm the need for HGV
restrictions.

Speed Sign/Devices. The Autospeedwatch tools had now been in position for a
few months and data recorded. Community Speedwatch Teams had been running
in a number of Parishes for some years. There had been difficulty in reporting
and gaining action from Wiltshire Police. Recently the suggestion had been made
that a group action should be taken to resolve the issue and the Council had been
asked to join this. A Neighbourhood Alert Newsletter had recently been received
in regards to a Police Community Speedwatch Enforcement Officer appointment
and this was welcomed. An update would be provided at the next Council
Meeting. (noted) ‘

Wiltshire Operational Flood Group North. A Microsoft Teams Meeting had
been held on the 19® May 2021. Notes of the Meeting had been circulated.
Further Group Meetings were scheduled for 21% July, 15" September and 17®
November 2021, (noted)

Wiltshire Council Weather Team, The Council had been asked to undertake an
audit of salt bins and to let the Weather Team know which ones required refilling
or replacing due to damage prior to the forthcoming winter. Following
consideration the Council agreed that there was a need for three additional bins
and these would be requested from Wiltshire Council.

WiltshireOnline - High Speed Broadband — Gigaclear. There was no update
required. (noted)

Queen’s Platinum Jubilee 2022. The Council considered how they might
become involved with volunteers in the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee Celebrations
occutring next year. Various national projects/schemes were being promoted,
including tree planting and also a chain of Beacons to be lit at 9.15pm on 2™ June
2022, Cllr M Barber reported on collective actions already taking place between
local Groups and a working group was already planning the celebrations,
(noted).

Wiltshire Council - Briefing Note No 21-08, The Council had received a
Briefing Note in regards to the suggestions for improved or enhanced bus
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)

k)

D

services in Wiltshire. The deadline for suggestions was Wednesday 14" July
2021, The Council was unaware of public transport use within the Parish and
what timetables existed. No suggestions could be made within the timescale but
the issue of public transport for the rural areas, both retention and improvement,
needed further consideration and it was suggested that the article in The Signpost
seeking views from existing and potential users would be sensible,

CPRE Wiltshire Best Kept Village Competition 2021. The Council had
entered the Parish in this year’s Competition, The results and Judges comments
had been received. Although being unsuccessful the Council felt that it is
worthwhile to enter to promote the Parish and to support the CPRE. (noted)

CATG. CATG had met on the 1% June 2021. Cllr N Hutton had attended on the
Council’s behalf. The Notes of the Meeting had been received together with
information from the Traffic Engineering Team. As a result of the Meeting Clir
Hutton had made arrangements to meet with Kirsty Rose, the Highway Officer,
in a number of locations to carry out site assessments to provide solutions and to
strive for a 20mph speed reduction through the village. The Council’s work in
regards to Autospeedwatch and SIDs would be mentioned. (noted)

Parish Council Database. The Council had previously considered how to
involve Parishioners more in local matters to raise enthusiasm levels and to
increase involvement and participation. It had been agreed that a communications
strategy should be developed with the suggestion that a database be produced.
Following consideration the Council determined that it might be more beneficial
if social media was used through WhatsApp, Facebook etc as this appeared to be
a growth medium. Cllr N Hutton agreed to explore options further.

Parish Council Meeting Dates 2021-2022. Council Members were aware that as
from the 7™ May 2021 Virtual Council Meetings were no longer allowed and the
Council had been expected to teturn to face-to-face Meetings. The Goss Croft
Main Hall had not been available to comply with social distancing requirements
and safety. However, it was understood that further Covid-19 restrictions could
be lifted on the 19 July 2021 that might allow the Council to recommence
Meetings in the small meeting room. It was understood that alongside any face-
to-face Meeting, arrangements might still need to be made for the virtual
attendance of others, When the Council holds its’ first face-to-face Meeting an
Agenda item would include the formal request for a decision to ratify all
decisions made since the Annual Council Meeting held on the 18™ May 2021.
(noted)

Speed Identification Devices (SIDs). Before proceeding with the purchase of
the ElanCity Evolis radar speed sign the Council had agreed to identify exact
locations for the removeable posts, gain approval of any near neighbours and
possibly the Highway Authority to ensure that all was in order. Site plans had
been circulated and Cllrs M Batber and A Ball would determine locations. The
potential sitings would also be discussed when the Highway Officer visits.
(noted)

Wiltshire Citizens Advice, The Council had been asked by Citizens Advice to
consider financial assistance. Before determination the Council agreed that a
Donation Policy ought to be agreed. The Clerk would draft a Policy for future
consideration.
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0) Wiltshire Council - Briefing Note No 21-10. The Council had received a
Briefing Note in regards to Democratic Meetings during the Pandemic. (noted)

p) Wiltshire Council - Briefing Note No 21-11. The Council had received a
Briefing Note in regards to Wiltshire Council Mowing Policy. While noting the
good intentions in regards to wild life/flowers ete., Council was concerned that
highway safety could be compromised, particularly throughout the rural areas at
road junctions and where pedestrians sought verge refuge from traffic. Wiltshire
Council should be mindful if this.

q) Wiltshire Gully Service, The Council had recently been advised of tanker visits,
the reporting process and the limitations for traffic management. Council
Members were unaware of any specific locations and would ask Clir J H
Crosland to submit any requirements.

r) Gambling Statement of Licensing Principles — Review. Wiltshire Council had
advised of its” obligations to review the Gambling Statement, every three years.
A Consultation began on 12® July ending on the 2om August 2021. They had
advised that minimal changes were being proposed. The Council had no
comment to make.

30721 COUNCILLORS REPORTS AND ITEMS FOR NEXT FULL COUNCIL
MEETING

Clir M Barber and Cllr Emma Sorrell advised that they would be unable to attend the
10" August 2021 Planning Meeting should this be called.

31/21 DATE OF NEXT MEETING

Signed:

The date of the next Council Mecting was scheduled for 7.30pm, Tuesday 14™
September 2021. However, Members noted that Tuesday 10" August 2021 was
scheduled for a Planning Meeting and Notice would be given if this Meeting was
required,

Date: 14" September 2021
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