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SEAGRY PARISH COUNCIL
DRAFT MINUTES

Virtual Council Planning Meeting
held at 7.00pm

2" August 2021

Present; Clle M Barber (Chairman), Clir A Ball, Clir J H Crosland (Vice Chairman),
Clir N Hutton, and CllIr K Taylor.

Also Present: Wiltshire Councillor H Greenman, 6 members of the public (Brian
Zehetmayr, Julie Morrison, Richard Newman, Patsy Robertson, Gary N Good, Aaron
Smith) and Mt V Vines MBE Clerk of the Council.

NOTICE OF MEETING - Public Notice of the Meeting was given in
accordance with Schedule 12, para 10 (2) of the Local Government Act
1972

APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
Apologies were received and accepted from Clir R Bart and Cllr Emma Sorrell.

Declaration(s) of Interest - in accordance with Seagry Parish Council’s Code of
Conduct (Adopted 12® May 2015) and Standing Orders (Adopted 12" May
2015)

There were no Declarations of Interests declared.
PLANNING

Planning Applications:  Prior to the consideration of the Planning Application, the
opportunity was given for applicants and their representatives and any other interested
parties to address the Council. The Council had received a number of written
representations prior to the Meeting from Parishioners and also  received
representations from the applicants and the applicant’s agent.

a) PL/2021/06188
Demolition of Bxisting Qutbuilding and Part Erection and Part Conversion to
Form 1 No Dwelling (Self-Build), Erection of Attached Double Garage;
Alterations of Existing Access
The Mount, Upper Seagry, Nr Chippenham, Wiltshire SN15 SEX
For Mr & Mrs N Good

Following consideration of the application the Council resolved to raise strong
objections to the proposals.

In considering the proposals the Council was mindful of the recent planning
history of the site, particularly applications referenced 20/07250/FUL,
20/07617/CLP and 20/11118/FUL.

They also reflected on the Wiltshire Council’s reasons for the refusal of
application 20/11118/FUL and considered the application on the basis of a
revised proposal submitted to address the reasons given for refusal.
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In simple terms the application proposed a new dwelling together with shared
highway access arrangements on land within an existing residential curtilage,
albeit a new separate curtilage was being proposed for the dwelling accessed
through the retained curtilage of The Mount.

Since the previous refusal decision the Seagry Neighbourhood Development Plan
had been adopted and was a material planning consideration alongside Local and
National planning policy.

Both Upper Seagry (a small village) and Lower Seagry (a hamlet) were
designated as rural areas, with no settlement boundaries and basically all policies
(including the Neighbourhood Plan} restricted development usually to very
limited infill development that did not extend the built form as linear ribbon
development, did not extend development into open areas or elongated existing
development tending to consolidate sporadic and loose knit development,

In this particular instance the proposal was considered unacceptable using the
above principles. The proposal conflicted with the Neighbourhood Plan, as the
site location was identified at a “key break” between the physical edge of the
village and a small cluster of mainly converted buildings and Seales Court to the
south.

In regards to the Neighbourhood Plan policies, the general criteria by which all
applications for new housing developments were to be assessed, development
would not be supported in gardens or paddocks, unless the proposals met all other
criteria. Furthermore developments should relate clearly to the settlement, neither
extending the settlement significantly, nor creating coalescence with existing
nearby buildings.

Upper Seagry, as the Wiltshire Council Local Plan policies defined, was not a
village with a settlement boundary being suitable for limited development, but in
reality came within the “open countryside” category. The application site was on
the edge of existing development and the Parish Council was not convinced that
it was proper “infill” but more of a backland development proposal.

The development, if approved, would extend the built form, at the transition from
open countryside to the village and would not respond to the existing pattern of
development nor integrate with the street scene.

The Parish Council had been consistent in their views that development that was
ancillary to the host dwelling was acceptable but that a separate dwelling in this
location was not acceptable.

In approving application 20/07250/FUL Wiltshire Council had incorporated
Condition 3 that supported the Parish Council views and stated that planning
policies pertaining to the area, would not permit a wholly separate dwelling.
Being consistent with this Wiltshire Council refused application 20/11118/FUL.

Consequently, the Parish Council considered that the principles involved were
still pertinent to this present application.

Notwithstanding the issue of principle the Council was concerned that in order to
upgrade the existing highway entrance to accommodate the increased traffic
fevels a significant proportion of the mature highway hedgerow would need to be
replaced to provide the southern visibility splay along the eastern frontage of the
retained curtilage of The Mount. There was no doubt that this would damage the
character of the street scene and to the village entrance
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In conclusion the Council had fundamental concerns with the application having
in mind that if found acceptable it could lead to similar proposals at all the outer
limits of existing built form around the village that would be difficult to resist and
compromising not only Wiltshire Council polices but, importantly, the policies of
the community led Neighbourhood Plan,

Cllr M Barber proposed, Cllr J H Crosland seconded and RESOLVED
UNANIMOUSLY

Planning General: The Council noted that there had been no planning decisions or
planning related matters received since the last Council Meeting,

COMMUNITY AREA TRANSPORT GROUP (CATG)

The Council had prioritised the solving of speeding traffic throughout the Parish and
had already installed Autospeedwatch Tools and was proceeding with the purchase of
a (SID) Radar Speed Indication Device with the intention to reduce speeding traffic.
The ultimate solution being the lowering of the speed limit to 20mph. Following
advice received from Wiltshire Highways the initial requirement was to seek a formal
Assessment Review by an independent assessor, in this case likely to be Atkins who
would be appointed by Wiltshire Council, The likely cost of this would be around
£2000.00. The aim of the report would be to advise on whether a 20mph speed limit
was appropriate and practicable, advise on what traffic safety and calming measures
would be needed to enforce it, and at what cost. On completion of their Report CATG
would then consider the recommendations further. The Council was aware that CATG
required local funding towards their costs, in this case 25%, and so in order for a
Highways Improvement Request to be made the Parish Council needed to approve a
spend of £500.00 for the matter to move forward. Council Members were aware that
CATG would meet next on the 14™ September 2021. Clir N Hutton updated the
Council on his recent meeting with Wiltshire Council to discuss highway related
issues in the Parish and recommended that the Council should proceed with the
project. The Council thanked him for his efforts that had led to the progress made,
Following consideration the Council agreed the sum of £500.00 towards the
Highway Assessment Review as the local funding support to CATG.

Cllr N Hatton proposed, Cilr J H Crosland seconded and RESOLVED
UNANIMOUSLY
DATE OF NEXT MEETING

The date of the next Council Meeting was scheduled for 7.30pm, Tuesday 14"
September 2021,

Signed:

Date: 14" September 2021
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